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Relevant Theory

Structural Functionalism (Durkheim, Parsons, Parsons) 

Positivism / Post-Positivism (Comte) 

“Ideal Type “ Paradox (Weber) 

Conflict Theory (Marx)



The Public Sphere



Johann Christoph Gottsched                           



Community Media Platforms

!Cinema 

!Stage 

!Press 

!Broadcast TV & Radio 

!Web 

!Telephony

The 
Basics



Enabling Community Media 
Environment

Recognition > Legalization > Support

The Basics



Community Broadcasting - Europe
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Community Broadcasting - Austria
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Community Media Theory & Research

Understanding  (Howley, Lewis, Gordon) 

Frames / Types (Carpentier) 

Austria (Tremetzberger, Peissl, Purkhartofer, Busch, et al)



Community Media 
Attributes

Of the Community 

Local 

Not for Profit 

Access/Participation of Volunteers 

Alternative 

Social Gain / Development 

Arts & Culture 

Serve the Underserved

The 
Basics



Participants' Motivations

*Political / Ideological 
*Cultural Representation 
*Access 
*Community Development 
*Individual Development



The Values and Priorities of 
Community Broadcasting 
Participants in Austria  
as a Reflection of Media Law  
and Policy

Research



Hypothesis

In Austria, media law and policy 
are generally in alignment with the 
values, priorities and motivations 
of community broadcasting 
participants.



Research Questions

*Do significant relationships exist between the terms extracted 
from law and policy documents, and those reported to be important 
by community broadcasting participants? 

*Are there significant relationships generated amongst the various 
demographics, opinions, and  motivations of the subjects? 

*Do the community broadcasters comprise a legitimate component 
of alternative public spheres?  

*Is the methodology applicable as an effective tool for examining 
other community broadcasting environments worldwide?



Methodology

Qualitative 

- interviews of stakeholders to 
operationalize the project and add/
confirm meaning 
 



Methodology

Quantitative  

-document text analysis to extract 
terms as variables  

- web survey to quantify variables 
for comparative statistical analysis
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Document Text Analysis
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Project Website
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Qualitative forum
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Survey Instrument
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Survey Instrument



Results

Assemble and organize data in 1Ka and SPSS 

Perform statistical analyses 
- frequencies 
- distributions 
- correlations 

Establish subjective alignment model



Conclusions

Alignment models for selected variables 

Connect results to relevant theory 

Address hypothesis 

Answer research questions 

Discuss secondary results



Impact

Add to body of knowledge and understanding of 
community broadcasting 

Inform Austrian media policy and community 
broadcasting practice 

Create tool for universal applied research 

Inform discourse about community broadcasting in 
the Czech Republic 



Schedule

November 2013 – pre-study interviews (phase1) 
February 2014 – pre-study interviews (phase 2) 
April 2014 – pre-study interviews (phase 3) 
April 2014 – web survey site testing 
May 2014 – web survey operational 
June 2014 – web survey deployment 
August 2014 – data analyzed, results produced 
October 2014 – dissertation conclusions completed 
December 2014 - dissertation draft completed 
April 2015 – dissertation submitted



Thank You!


